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Summary of issues (including benefits to citizens/service users):  
 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the use of Highfields Park Sports Ground land to 
accommodate proposals for a brand new pedestrian and cycle link that will directly connect 
University Boulevard with Thane Road and includes a new shared use bridge over the Nottingham-
Derby railway.  It is proposed to provide a one-off mitigation contribution as compensation for the 
loss of sports ground space and arrange an appropriate legal arrangement between the Trust and 
Nottingham City Council for the use of Trust land to accommodate the new route. 
 

 

Recommendation(s): 

1 For the Committee to note the proposals for a new pedestrian and cycle route to link George 
Green Way and University Boulevard with Thane Road through the new Nottingham 
Enterprise Zone (Alliance Boots) and Nottingham Science Park with controlled access to the 
Tennis Centre and Highfields Park Sports Ground. 
 

2 To agree to receive a one-off mitigation financial contribution to the Highfields Leisure Trust of 
£25,000.00 for the loss of playing pitch space to off-set the maintenance cost for Highfields 
Park and Sports Ground. 
 

3 That the Committee grants authority to the Director of Legal and Governance in consultation 
with the Chair of the Committee to enter into the appropriate legal arrangement with the City 
Council for the use of  Trust Land to accommodate a new bridge structure over the main 
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Nottingham-Derby railway line subject.  Such delegated authority being granted subject to 
consultation with the Highways Authority and the Charities Commission relating to their 
requirements for a legally compliant transaction. 
 

 
1 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
1.1 The new pedestrian and cycle facility will improve direct pedestrian and cycle 

access to Highfields Park and Sports Ground, the Tennis Centre, University of 
Nottingham and the new tram stop on University Boulevard.  The new route will 
connect to a wider network of off-road and on-road cycle routes and links to local 
residential areas of Beeston, Rylands, Chilwell and Clifton and routes adjacent to 
the River Trent and the canal (Big Track Waterside Route) used for commuter and 
leisure cycling. 

 
2 BACKGROUND (INCLUDING OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION) 
 
2.1 Nottingham City Council have developed proposals for new cycle and pedestrian 

measures to support the development of the Nottingham Enterprise Zone (Alliance 
Boots site) through new and improved sustainable transport connections from the 
site to the wider transport network. 
 

2.2 In November 2016, the City Council secured £6m from the D2N2 Local Economic 
Partnership (LEP) for a package of sustainable transport improvements to be 
delivered primarily within the Alliance Boots site designated as an Enterprise Zone.  
The key area of investment will be the creation of a new pedestrian and cycle link to 
connect University Boulevard with Thane Road through Nottingham Science Park 
and Walgreens Boots Complex and a new shared use bridge over the Nottingham-
Derby railway. 
 

2.3 The proposed shared use bridge will span the main Nottingham-Derby railway line 
located in the south-east corner of Highfields Park Sports Ground (see Appendix 1) 
including Beeston sidings at a height of 5.8m above the tracks in order to 
accommodate future line electrification proposals.  Two bridge approach spans 
leading to the bridge will be constructed; one positioned alongside Boots D109 
building on the south-side of the railway within the Boots Alliance complex and one 
through an area of Highfields Park Sports Ground, and over the watercourse within 
the Beeston Sidings Local Nature Reserve on the north-side.    
 

2.4 An area of Highfields Park Sports Ground adjacent to the Local Nature Reserve will 
be temporarily occupied in order to facilitate the bridge being lifted into place.  The 
proposed programme for occupation is September 2017 – May 2018.  The four new 
grass tennis courts will not be affected by construction works.   
 

2.5 The approach span within Highfields Sports Ground (Tennis Centre) will consist of 6 
concrete piers installed 17.5m apart between the Network Rail boundary fence and 
the nature reserve. It will span over the watercourse leading onto an earth 
embankment down to ground level to connect with the new route through the 
Nottingham Science Park development and onwards onto George Green Way and 
University Boulevard. 
 

2.6 The proposed permanent alignment of the bridge approach within Highfields Park 
Sports Ground has been changed following engagement with the Tennis Centre to 



reduce the impact on the Centre’s facilities including future improvements to the 
four new Grass Tennis Courts and storage facilities.   
 

2.7 The new bridge will provide opportunities to improve direct access to the Highfields 
Park sports pitches and the Tennis Centre by including access points from the 
bridge approach span.  Control measures will be in place to maintain security 
(Tennis Centre).   

 
2.8 There will be a 2.1m – 5.8m head clearance beneath the approach span running 

through the sports ground area; therefore no height restrictions for general public 
access.  It is proposed to re-turf the area in accordance with the original layout 
however other options may be considered in consultation with Parks and Open 
Spaces and the Highfields Trust.  The scheme does not include proposals to restrict 
public access to the Highfields Park Sports Ground area that is currently possible 
from the Local Nature Reserve. 

 
2.9 The full route between Thane Road and University Boulevard will become adopted 

highway; maintainable by Nottingham City Council as the Highway Authority; there 
will be no ongoing financial risk to the Highfields Trust. 

 
3 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 Providing a one-off payment is the only identified method of a mitigation contribution 

to the Highfields Leisure Trust as this will be met by the capital funding budget.  
There will be no revenue budget available to provide an ongoing annual contribution 
to the maintenance cost for the park and sports ground. 

 
4 FINANCE COLLEAGUE COMMENTS (INCLUDING IMPLICATIONS AND VALUE 

FOR MONEY/VAT) 
 
4.1 The recommendations within this report provide a benefit as the Trust can invest the 

£25,000 along with it current investments (current dowry balance: £188,500), this 
receipt would make the Trusts investment balance £213,500. 

 
 The land (which this report recommends the trust leases to Nottingham City 

Council) is not used to generate income for the Trust and the works will not affect 
the playing pitches / courts.  

 
 All ongoing maintenance of the land leased to the Council will become the 

responsibility of the Council and it is anticipated that by leasing the land the Trust 
can slightly reduce its ground maintenance expenditure. 

 
 Tom Straw 
 Senior Accountant – Capital Programmes 
 12 June 2017 
 
5  LEGAL AND PROCUREMENT COLLEAGUE COMMENTS (INCLUDING RISK 

MANAGEMENT ISSUES, AND LEGAL, CRIME AND DISORDER ACT AND 
PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS) 

 
5.1  The procurement team has no significant concerns with the recommendations set 

out in the report and will support the client through any future procurement activity in 
relation to the scheme, to ensure compliance with Public Contract Regulations and 
that value for money is achieved. 



 
5.2  The proposed decision is supported subject to consultation with and satisfying the 

requirements of the Highways Authority and the Charities Commission. 
 
6 STRATEGIC ASSETS & PROPERTY COLLEAGUE COMMENTS (FOR DECISION 

RELATING TO ALL PROPERTY ASSETS AND ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE) (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS ONLY) 

 
6.1 There is a clear benefit to the public of improving access routes over the railway line 

and it will not just improve links for the University and Enterprise Zone but will 
increase the public awareness and use of the park as well. 

 
However the primary objective of the Highfields Trust is to provide public recreation 
and pleasure grounds for the people of Nottingham forever, and the proposed use of 
the land does not meet this criteria on its own. 
 
The financial contribution to the Trust has been assessed by Strategic Assets and 
Property.  It has been calculated by assessing the potential rental value of the land 
taken for leisure purposes and capitalising it in perpetuity at an appropriate rate 
taking in to account all perceived risks.  It is felt to be a true and fair reflection of the 
value of the land used, and by reinvesting this amount in the upkeep and upgrading 
of the rest of the park, the overall benefit to the Trusts objectives are felt to outweigh 
the loss of land. 

 
John West 
Estates Surveyor 
12 July 2017 

 
 
7 EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
 
7.1 Has the equality impact of the proposals in this report been assessed? 
 
 No         
 An EIA is not required because:  
  
 The new pedestrian and cycle link will improve community access to facilities and 

amenities that will encourage usage and participation.  The key recommendation of 
this report is the financial contribution that will off-set the maintenance costs for the 
park and sports ground.   

 
 Yes         
  
 
8 LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS OTHER THAN PUBLISHED WORKS OR 

THOSE DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT INFORMATION 
 

8.1 None 
 
9 PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THIS REPORT 
 
9.1 Appendix 1: Location Plan of proposed pedestrian and cycle route. 
 


